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STANDARD-BASED GRADING 
What is standard-based 
grading? 

Standard-based grading is a method 
used to assess student proficiency 
based on their knowledge of a 
standard. Teachers evaluate student 
performance and give feedback as 
students work toward clearly 
defined learning targets. Students 
who are not initially proficient are 
encouraged to practice based on 
feedback and retake assessments 
until they can demonstrate 
proficiency. A student’s grade is then 
based on their level of 
understanding on the identified 
standard.   

In Davis School District there are 
DESK standards for each subject area 
on each grade level. The primary 
focus for students and teachers is 
proficiency. 

What are DESK standards? 

Learning standards for all Davis 
School District courses, Grades k-12, 
are known as Dispositions, Essential 
Skills, and Knowledge (DESK) 
Standards. They were created by 
committees of teachers, 
administrators, and curriculum 
specialists to align student learning 
across Davis School District. Access 
DESK standards through the DSD 
Teaching and Learning Department. 

WORDS TO 
UNDERSTAND 
Assessment: evaluation of 
students’ understanding 
and skills in an area. 

Mastery: expected level of 
proficiency at grade level. 

Standard: grade-level 
expectation of what 
students should know and 
be able to demonstrate. 

“Academic standards are a fair and 
effective way to give students the 
‘rules of the game’ when they are 
in school. By comparing your 
child’s performance to a fixed 
standard, parents, children, and 
teachers all know precisely what is 
expected. Every time the child 
attempts a task, the performance 
is compared to the standard-not to 
the performance of other children. 
The most important advantages 
for children and their parents are 
fairness, clarity and improved 
student learning.” 

--National Education Commission on Time and Learning. 

 
  

https://www.davis.k12.ut.us/academics/standards


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REPORT CARD 
The report card gives parents specific information on their child’s progress and mastery of 
skills and knowledge. It gives information on what standards have been covered in class and 
shows the child’s progress over the entire year. 

How are grades determined? 

Students will receive a variety of 
assessments for each standard in each 
of their subjects. A student’s 
performance on a series of 
assessments will be used to determine 
the student’s overall grade in a subject 
as well as each standard. 

Practice assessments are just that, 
practice, and thus serve primarily as a 
source of feedback and instructional 
support for both students and 
teachers. Parents should use practice 
scores as a reference of how to help 
their student at home.  

Students can improve their grade 
through practice and reassessment. 
Parents and students should review 
the student’s scores in myDSD and the 
practice assessments associated with 
that standard. Students can work with 
their teachers to review, redo, and 
retake assessments until they have 
reached proficiency or mastery. 

How does it affect Special 
Education? 

Students who currently receive 
Special Education services will 
continue to work on IEP goals. 
Teachers will support student learning 
with accommodations determined by 
the IEP team. 

 

  

 

 

 

This embraces a growth 
mindset model that 

allows students to learn 
from their mistakes and 

demonstrate learning 
over time. 

https://mydsd.davis.k12.ut.us/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2f
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